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THE MosT HOoLY TRINITY

Psalm 33
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THE MosT HoLY TRINITY

, Dear Parish Community of St. Mell
Pastor’s

Corner

How often do we make the sign of the cross and say the
words: "In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit?" Often this religious gesture is performed
hurriedly and the invocation is said without thinking.
Today, on the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, the Church invites us to think about its mean-
ing. The gesture of the sign of the cross begins with our foreheads (our thoughts, our
knowledge, our understanding) and moves to our hearts (our loving, our caring) and
then to our shoulders (our work, our task on this earth). Our very being, who we are, is
signed by the cross of Christ, "in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit." Everything we are and everything we do, needs to be lived in union with our
God, three Persons, and yet, One God.

Today the Church invites us to reflect on who God is, and to celebrate the meaning of
the Trinity in our lives. But there is a caution: whatever we say about God, we say by
analogy only. This means that while there is some similarity between our words and the
reality they describe, there is also an essential difference. Our words cannot adequate-
ly describe God; our minds cannot fathom this Great Mystery which is beyond the uni-
verse itself.

We can only speak about the Trinity because that is how God has been revealed to us
in Sacred Scripture.  We first encounter God the Creator. Unfortunately, many of us
have lost the wonder of creation. Recapturing this wonder will help us get in touch with
God the Creator, the origin of all there is and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In
Jesus we discover God the Redeemer. God, the Son has become one of us to save us
from our sins. And Jesus, having completed His work on earth, sends us the Holy Spir-
it, God the Sanctifier. It is this Spirit of Love and Truth, whose coming we celebrated last
Sunday at Pentecost, who forms us into the Body of Christ, the Church, and helps us ex-
perience the reality of God's Love in our lives. God is not a distant reality outside us.
God is within us through the power of God's Spirit. And it is this Spirit who invites us to
be part of that dynamic Divine relationship which is the Holy Trinity. This is our destiny
as explained in today's Second Reading (Romans 8:14-17). In Christ we have been
adopted as God's beloved sons and daughters, brothers and sisters of Jesus. "The Spir-
it Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ."

And this destiny is foreshadowed each time we celebrate the Eucharist. We are already
caught up in that great mystery of the Trinity. We worship God, our Father, through
Jesus Christ His Son, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. And every time we make the
sign of the cross, we proclaim this deepest reality of our lives: "In the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Amenl!

M%

Msgr. Helmut Hefner

June 7, 2009

In Appreciationl

On Friday, May 29, 2009, we cele-
brated our annual "Appreciation Night"
for many hundreds of wonderful peo-
ple who so generously serve our parish
community.  Without their commit-
ment, generosity and dedication, our
parish community would be extremely
impoverished. The offering of their
time and talent is sincerely and grate-
fully acknowledged by the priests and
staff of St. Mel Parish, as well as the en-
tire parish community!

As has been our tradition for many
years, some volunteers were singled
out for special recognition. They are:
Gina Colon, for her generous contri-
bution in our religious education pro-
gram; Tony & Adele Funari, for their
dedication in many areas, e.g. Pastoral
Council, Parish Library, and OASIS;
Robert & Carolyne Heckmann, for
their involvements in the Pastoral
Council, RCIA, liturgical ministries and
opening the Church betfore the 6:30
am Masses; Cindi & David Malone, for
their great help with all things financial;
and Robert Mclarty, for his commit-
ment to youth ministry.

We are truly blessed with so much ded-
ication and generosity in our ministry
volunteers and give thanks to God for
all of youl

Msgr. Helmut Hefner
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Together In Faith

LIFE<(@)>TEEN

We still have some spots open for
Steubenville San Diego July 24-26th.
Please drop off your $40 deposit at the
Parish Center.

Fun and Adventure Await at
SonRock Kids Camp - Vacation
Bible School 2009,

For Ages 3-11

Make your way to Son-

Rock Kids Campl!

Please join us for fun

"= and excitement where

kids build their lives on

the Rock! Monday, August 3 through Fri-

day, August 7th - Sign-up now. One child

$50: two children $75: for three or more

$100. For further information contact Pat
Andre at 340-6020, ext. 1022.

Son Rock Kids Camp
Needs Youl

We are gearing up for Vacation Bible
School 2009 and we need great volun-
teers to make it happen. The program runs
for five mornings Monday, August 3rd -
Friday, August 7th filled with bible stories,
arts and crafts, song, games and fellowship

for kids ages 31/2 - 11.

You are invited to a Kick Off and organiza-
tional meeting on Sunday, June 7th at 1:00
p.m. in the Parish Center. The meeting will
only last an hour. For school parents, it's a
great way to get your volunteers hours
while your kids are having fun!

Questions? Contact Pat Andre in the Reli-
gious Education Office at (818) 340-
6020, ext. 1022.

Zachary Abel
Easton Andrykowski
Patrick Aziz
Natalie Bacon
Michelle Bao
Ryan Bertrand
Marissa Biernat
Adam Brown

Nicholas Burk
Christina Burk
Francesca Calvo
Dominick Clark
Brendan Clarke
Olivia Clink
Danielle Co
Natalie Creaser
Georgie de Mattos
Laura Doumitt
Nicholas Eichberg
Andres Farias
Leslie Fernando
Wyatt Fulkerson
Mia Gilbert
Molly Greene
Justin Greenstein
Gigi Grombacher
Anthony Gruppuso
Taylor Hamermesh
Heather Hawley
Nicole Hendriksson
Christina Katkic

Karoline Kaz

Congratulations to our St. Mel 8th Grade Graduates
Class of 2009

Jacqueline Keenan
Katherine Killmond
Darren Kremicki
Jacquelyn Lefevre
Cory Lutz
Paul Marino
Ryan McDonough
Dorian Mendoza-Farrokhi
Cornelius Petilla
Emily Moore
Grace O'Doherty
Kristian Pahoa
Roman Palumbo
Nina Pantin
Marc Peneyra
Anthony Pitini
Mallory Pittman
Charlie Prestine-Lowery

Damian Pyrzynski
Mark Sasaki

Daniel Shaw
Giorgio Solares
Julia Sosa
Vincent Spadone
Natalie Stilz
Olivia Surnow
Frank Tabino
Laura Tamburro
Anthony Tedeski
Benjamin Weiss
Alejandro Wheeler
Katherine Wright
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Together In Prayer

Mass Intentions

Saturday, June 6

5:.00 Consejo Parrenas T
Sunday, June 7

715 Robert Holland T

9:00 Mike Gazzera T

1:00 Mass for the People

5:00 Leo Carasiti T
Monday, June 8

6:30 Carmen Colino T

810  Glenn Gallenero T

Tuesday, June 9

6:30 Eduardo Akot Calderon

810  AlmaMcGovern T
Wednesday, June 10

6:30  Dr. Philip Stoll T

810  Victor Vitartas T
Thursday, June 11

6:30 Charles Shumate T

810  Marjorie Flood T
Friday, June 12

6:30  Joseph Baldescki T

810  Frank Wesselhoft T

Saturday, June 13
8:00 Martha & Alex Mihalovits T

St. Mel Parish Library - "Myths
About The Galileo Affair"

“The real story of Galileo and the Church
is far more thought-provoking than any of
the stale 'myths’ about it." This interesting
article is taken from a recent issue of the
periodical, “The Catholic World Report”.

Handouts are available at the library after
Saturday evening and Sunday morning
Masses. The library is reached by exiting
the front left door of the church, and turn-

ing right in the alleyway, east of the
Church.

Please return all library material to the i-
brary as the library as will soon close for
the summer.

Today's Readings

First Reading - The Lord is God in the
heavens above and on earth below and
there is no other.

(Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40).

Psalm - Blessed the people the Lord
has chosen to be His own. (Psalm 33).

Second Reading - You received a Spir-
it of adoption, through whom we cry,

"Abba, Father!"
(Romans 8:14-17)

Gospel - Baptize them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:16-20).

Readings For The Week

Monday: 2 Cor 11-7; Mt
5112

Tuesday: 2 Cor 118-22; Mt
513416

Wednesday: 2 Cor 3:4-11; Mt
51719

Thursday: Acts 11:21b-26;
131-3; Mt 5:20-26

Friday: 2 Cor 4:715; Mt
5:27-32

Saturday: 2 Cor 51421, Mt
5:.33-37

Sunday: Ex 24:3-8; Ps 116;
Heb 9:11-15 Mk
141216, 22-26

The Most Holy Trinity

June 7,2009

Go ... and make disciples of all na-
tions,baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

- Matthew 28:19

Pray For Our Beloved Sick

In your prayers please remember the sick
and infirm of our parish especially:  June
Grandpre, Frances Price, Louise Kinney,
Bart Kearns, Inez  Mattei, Elio & Betty
Ronconi, Sr. Rhona Toolan, John To-
byansen, Irving Binder, Mary Schaaf,
Dick McMullen, Grace Nehme (sister of
Samar Nehme), Rick Uribe, Elsa Marin,
Mary Harrigan, Matthew Moynahan,
Josephine Mollica, Hal Storey, Barbara
Caron, Marilyn Smith, Arif Sutandar, Joan
Wolf, Lillian Lambeth (sister of Vivian
Richards), Joe Micklus, Lee Andrade,
Geri Pengal, Anna Maria Cianglini,
Bernadette Baes, Joan Crosby, Gene
Kishok (brother of Ron Kishok), Wendy
Cavanaugh (wife of John Cavanaugh),
Verne Lippert, James Silianoff Sr,
Stephanie Tinney (daughter of Don &
Diane Bouchard), Ed Brown, Robert Peis-
ner, Ann Victoria Zeitlin (daughter of
Eugenia & Zachary Zeitlin), Barbara
Adams, David Schmidt, Theresa Treichler,
Margaret Marchello, Cora Neely, Olga
Hopkins, Frank Salazar, Donny Franks,
Bob Flannery, Kelly Luanne D’Angelo,
Joyce Logan (daughter of Bob & Claire
Gerrity), Joannie Allegretti, Maria Martha
Hernandez, Linda Notchick, Ann Hawley,
Laura Ricks (mother of Danielle McGin-
nis), MaryLucy McGrath, Mary

Kazanowski, Dub Sitton (son-in-law of
Barbara Hurt), Marijka Dekkers, Jo
Cornejo, Telestora Legaspi, Patrick Hayes
and Monsignor John Naughton.

Pray For Our Beloved Deceased

In your Masses and prayers during the
week please remember the repose of the
souls of our deceased parishioners esp-
cially: Kyle Kilgore (nephew of Emily Or-
mond & Joe & Vida Schmidt), Craig
Dixon, Helen Weingart (mother of Cindy
Venuti) and George O’'Hara.



| pAsE e
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Position Available

Saint Mel Parish is seeking a Pastoral As-
sociate to collaborate closely with the Pas-
tor and with other members of the Parish
Staft in the overall pastoral ministry of the
parish. S/he will provide for adult faith for-
mation programs and oversee the pastoral
care ministries of the parish.

We are encouraging applicants with a vi-
brant faith life, good communication skills,
and a team building vision. Appropriate
education and experience are essential.
Send letter of intent and resume to: Search
Committee, c/o Rosemary Mclarty, St.
Mel Parish, 20870 Ventura Blvd., Wood-
land Hills, CA 91364. E-MAIL: rmclar-

ty@stmel.org.

A Time to Celebrate
With Our Parish Families
Guess Who's Coming

to Dinner?

Hopefully, YOU arel On Saturday, June
13th, at 6 pm, St. Mel Parish is sponsoring
a variety of pot luck dinners throughout
our geographic area. DO COME! This is
a wonderful way to enjoy yourselves, to
meet folks in the parish, to share your
dreams, and to learn about some of the
ways you can be involved in our parish
community. You're welcome to bring your
family if you so desire. Please pick up a
flyer at the Church exit and RSVP at your
earliest convenience. Please let us know if
you would like to "host" one of the dinners
for 8-10 people.

St. Vincent de Paul

Next weekend is the monthly food drive of
St. Vincent de Paul for the Guadalupe
Center in Canoga Park. Please bring your
donations to the tent by the Parish Center.
Envelopes are available in the pews for
your monetary donations.

VIRTUS Re-certification: "Keeping the Promise Alive"

It is time to re-certify those adult volunteers who took the "Protecting God's Children"
workshop in 2004 and 2005. Your certification is about to expire! Virtus re-certifi-
cation is now required every four years.

Do you currently volunteer or are you planning to volunteer in a parish or school pro-
gram or ministry, which brings you in contact with the children or youth of our parish?
If you do and wish to continue in your ministry, or if you are beginning, you are required
by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to attend a workshop entitled "Protecting God's
Children", a program directed at educating adult volunteers in the prevention of child
sexual abuse. This archdiocesan requirement includes, but is not limited to, lectors, Eu-
charistic ministers, ministers of hospitality, and sacristans.

The 2009 re-certification year will combine the participants from 2004 and 2005,
due to the Archdiocesan Catholic Center move. There are primarily two ways a par-
ticipant can renew their Virtus certification:

Option #1: "Keeping the Promise Alive", is a 12 hour refresher session. This session
reviews the myths and facts of child sexual abuse from the original program, and is fol-
lowed by a refresher DVD. This session is also a conversation between attendees on
the ways their parish/school/community has become a safer place for children and
young people over the past four years.

Option #2: Participants may repeat the original 3-hour VIRTUS "Protecting God's
Children" session for re-certification purposes.

There is a possible third option for persons who originally registered on-line, have read
40-50 "Protecting God's Children for Adults" training bulletins, completed two re-
certification quizzes and been issued printed re-certification certificates from VIRTUS.
If you believe you qualify for re-certification under this option, please e-mail
jvienna@la-archdiocese.org with your name, parish, and pastoral region (San Fernan-

do).

We will be holding the following sessions at St. Mel Parish. Please contact Nancy Bol-
ger at extension 1025 to reserve a space:
Virtus, "Keeping the Promise Alive" 12 hour re-certification sessions

Monday, June 8, 7-8:30 pm, room 200 Parish Center
Any questions? Please call Pat Andre at 818 340-6020, ext 1022.

Monday Adult Club

The Monday Adult Club will honor deceased members of the club at a special Memo-
rial Mass on Monday, June 8 at 9:.30 am in the Church. A regular meeting will follow
in the Activity Center which is open from 9:30 am until 1:30 pm for socializing. Bingo
will be club subsidized at this meeting.

The club meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month. Membership is open to
all who have celebrated a 50th Birthday. Call Giovanna at (818) 592-6308 for in-
formation. Trips: For information call Marilyn at (818) 225-0221.



Children’s Corner

Trace the shapas.
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St. Mel Elementary School

Are you looking for a GREAT Catholic education for your child? St. Mel Elementary School (Kindergarten through Eighth grade)
is accepting applications for 2009-2010. Please inquire at the School Office (818) 340-1924 or visit us online at www.stmel.org.

Preschool Registration

If you are considering enrolling your child in our preschool, now is the time to make an appointment for a Parent Orientation Tour.
The tour is a necessary introduction for all parents and is the first step in the enrollment process. After the tour, parents may add
their name to the mailing list to receive registration and enrollment information. Registered St. Mel parishioners have priority in
this process. Please call the Preschool Office (340-3180) to make a tour appointment soon.
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PARISH STAFF

PASTOR
Msgr. Helmut A. Hefner
340-6020 ext. 1014

ASSOCIATE
Fr. Benedict Anthony
340-6020 ext. 1016

ASSOCIATE
Fr. Larry Neumeier

340-6020 ext. 1044

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
Rosemary McLarty
340-6020 ext. 1019

PASTORAL CARE DIRECTOR
Sister Patricia Arnold, C.S.J.
340-6020 ext. 1018

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mary Beth Giordano
3401924

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Phyllis Schneider
340-3180

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATOR Pre-K-8
Pat Andre

340-6020 ext. 1022

COORDINATOR OF TEEN MINISTRY
& CONFIRMATION

Cheyenne Vasquez
340-6020 ext. 1015

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Francesco Alleruzzo

340-6020 ext. 1028

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Joy Holland
340-6020 ext. 1017

SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Arlene Connors

340-6020 ext. 1012
PARISH PATRON
St. Mel, nephew of St. Patrick,

Bishop of Ardagh; died 489.
Feast day February 6

St. Mel Mission Statement
We the Eucharistic Community of St. Mel Parish are committed to:

- Develop a deeper understanding of the Gospel message of
Jesus through prayer, reflection and education

- Recognize and call forth the gifts of each parishioner

- Affirm the dignity of all persons by responding to their spiritual

and material needs

- Celebrate our life together in worship as a faith community

To BECOME A REGISTERED

PARISHIONER at St. Mel call (818) 340-
6020, ext. 1018 or stop by the Parish
Center and complete a registration
card.

SACRAMENT OF THE Sick

In the event of serious illness or medical
emergency, anointing of the sick and
Eucharist may be arranged by contact-
ing the Parish Office. Call (818) 340-
6020 for a medical emergency at any
time of the day or night.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Baptismal Preparation Classes are re-
quired of all parents and godparents
prior to the celebration of the sacra-
ment of baptism. Registered parish-
ioners must make an appointment at
least 2 months in advance. Please call

(818) 340-6020, x1022.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 9:00 - 10:00 am and 3:45
to 4:45 pm. Eve of First Friday: 4:00-
5:00 pm.

COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS, ETC.

We are interested in what you have to
say. [f you have comments, suggestions,
praise, or constructive criticism, you
may contact the appropriate council
chairs listed in the bulletin or drop them
a note in the comment box located in-
side the church near the vestibule.

Lost AND FOUND
Stop by the Parish Center, we have wal-
lets, rosaries, etc.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Parishioners must make an appointment
with a priest at least six months prior to

desired marriage date. Call (818) 340-
6020.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

On the first Friday of each month we
gather in prayer and praise before the
Blessed Sacrament from 9 am until 9
pm. Please sign up monthly at the back
of the church to help cover the hours.

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED. . .your parish
in your will or trust? For further informa-
tion, please contact Joy Holland (818)
340-6020, x1017. Our correct legal
title is: The Roman Catholic Archbishop

of Los Angeles, A Corporation Sole for
the Benefit of: St. Mel Parish.

ELECTRONIC GIVING via credit card or
checking account is available. Forms can
be found at the Parish Center or on our
website: www.stmelparish.org. For ques-

tions call Rosemary (818) 340-6020, x
1019.

DD You KNOW when you donate a ve-
hicle, 100% of the net proceeds go di-
rectly to St. Mel? For more information
call Joy Holland at: (818) 340-6020,
x1017.

SCRIP Is AVAILABLE Monday-Friday 8 am-
5 pm; Saturday 12 pm until 7 pm in the
Parish Center.

PARISH CENTER HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8 am-8 pm; Friday 8
am-/ pm; Saturday and Sunday 9 am-7 pm.



PASTORAL COUNCIL

Suzanne Harman
suzanneharman@sbcglobal.net

881-2810

FINANCE COUNCIL
Dick DeBlois

JUSTICE & PEACE COUNCIL
Steve Bercsi 310-276-0566

SCHOOL COUNCIL

Bernard Crowley

MINISTRY FACILITATOR
Dorothy Peisner

PARISH LIBRARY

Tony Funari 992-5176
Ben Hogan 224-4801
Library 7129851

ALTAR SERVERS
Kerry Edwards 6741110

100acrescrapper@charter.net

ALTAR SOCIETY
Rita Webb
(Linens)

340-6020

349-1715

222-8347

343-2036

ANNULMENT MINISTRY
Monica McGarva

ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF
CATHOLIC WOMEN
Marge Austin

Betty Klein

BAPTISM PREPARATION
Pat Andre 340-6020, x1022

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
Sr. Patricia Arnold, CS.J.  340-6020, x1018

BOOK CLUB
MarylLucy McGrath

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT
Natalie Coultrip  bncoultrip@sbcglobal.net

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS
Sr. Patricia Arnold, CS.J.  340-6020, x1018

CONFIRMATION
Cheyenne Vasquez 340-6020, x1015

DETENTION MINISTRY
Robert Gerrity

DIVINE MERCY CHARISMATIC GROUP
Claudia Blache 342-6626

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

(SUNDAY)

Henreik Tan 888-5719
Kerry Edwards 6741110

100acrescrapper@charter.net

706-1824

3471003
707-9606

996-0812

888-1066

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LECTORS

(DAILY)

Brian Conroy 887-5302
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

Sr. Patricia Arnold, CS.J.  340-6020,x1018

GREETERS FOR SUNDAY LITURGIES
Margherita Aufmuth 2221303

GUESS WHO'S COMING TO DINNER
Sr. Patricia Arnold, CS.J.  340-6020, x1018

LECTORS
Cindy Pardi 346-6257
LITURGY COMMITTEE
Cindy Pardi

MEN'S CLUB
John O'Sullivan

MINISTRY OF MOMS SHARING
(MOMS)
Michele Killmond

MINISTRY TO THE
SICK & HOMEBOUND
Sr. Patricia Arnold, C.S.J.

MISSION CIRCLE
Ruth Sullivan

346-6257

710-9030

887-0021

340-6020x1018

347-4659

MOTION PICTURE HOSPITAL MIN-
ISTRY
Barbara Hurt

MULTIMEDIA MINISTRY
340-6020,x3010

multimediaministry@stmel.org

340-7057

MUSIC MINISTRY

Francesco Alleruzzo

340-6020, x1028

NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME
Joy Holland 340-6020, x1017

OLDER ADULT SERVICES AND
INTERVENTION (OASIS)
Adele Funari

Sunny McMullen

PARENT VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION
(PVA)

Lisa Magnone

RAINBOWS FOR
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
Sr. Patricia Arnold, CS.J.  340-6020, x1018

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
OF ADULTS)
340-6020, x1044

Fr. Larry Neumeier

992-5176
347-5434

340-1924

RCIY (RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF YOUTH)
Pat Andre 340-6020, x1022

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PREK-8

Pat Andre 340-6020, x1022
RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
Barbara Gentile-Crary

ROSARY MINISTRY
Mitos Bitong

SACRISTANS
Virginia Clark

SANCTUS ENSEMBLE
Kathy King

SCOUTING
Bob Oedy

SCRIP
Mary Jo Newkirk

SENIOR ADULT CLUB
Mort Green 348-7212

SEPARATED/DIVORCED SUPPORT
GROUP
Sr. Patricia Arnold, C.S.J. 340-6020, x1018

ST. MEL FAITH COMMUNITIES
Sr. Patricia Arnold, CS.J. 340-6020, x1018

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Kent Gairdner 884-2291
340-6020, x3001

SVDP Large Item Pickup 800-974-3571

SUNDAY PRESCHOOL
Pat Andre 340-6020, x1022

TEEN MINISTRY/LIFE TEEN
Cheyenne Vasquez 340-6020, x1015

THERESIANS

Joann Matus

USHERS
Bob Aufmuth

WEDDINGS
WIDOWS CIRCLE

Rose Zeolla

WOMEN AT THE WELL
Lynn Findling

WORLD WIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Russ and Jeanine Walker 805-648-4244

348-0653

710-9888

222-8157

346-2247

882-4364

340-6020, x1021

884-0321

2221303
340-6020

881-4732

348-4756




