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Dear  Parish  Community  of  St.  Mel!

In today's Scriptures we meet two widows who gave, in modern
parlance, not simply from their surplus, but from their substance.
In fact, they gave all they had.  In the First Reading (1 Kings 17:10-
16), we meet a widow in the town of Zarephath during a terrible
famine.  All she had for herself and her son was "a handful of

flour…and a little oil," yet she willingly shared her meager resources with the prophet Elijah.  In
response to her generosity, Elijah promised that "the jar of flour shall not go empty, nor the jug
of oil run dry."  In the Gospel (Mark 12:38-44) we meet another widow who contributed "two
small coins worth a few cents" to the temple treasury, yet Jesus made her an example for His dis-
ciples.  While others put in "large amounts," Jesus praised her above everyone else because
"she contributed all she had."

The second Sunday of November is Stewardship Sunday, emphasizing our Christian call to be
good stewards.  Stewardship is our communal understanding that we are lifelong caretakers of
God's blessings, spiritual and material.  It is not simply a fancy name for parish fundraising, nor
an appeal, a program, or a quick fix for a parish's financial problems.  Stewardship is a deeply
personal and spiritual commitment to live out our Christian calling within our parish communi-
ty.

We all have been given gifts and talents. We become good stewards when we use our gifts and
talents to the benefit of others, especially with our parish community.  In the coming weeks, we
will focus on Stewardship and what it means at St. Mel Parish.  As good stewards, we can share
these gifts in three ways. 

First,  we  share  our  GIFT  OF  TIME  by  sharing  in  the  many  different  areas  of  ministry.    We  also
offer  our  Gift  of  Time  by  praying  for  our  parish  and  the  needs  of  the  Church  and  the  world.  

Second,  we  share  our  GIFT  OF  TALENT  by  using  our  God-ggiven  unique,  individual  talents  to
serve  our  Church  and  community,  and  especially  when  we  invest  ourselves  in  the  ministries
most  suited  to  our  individual  talents.    

Third,  we  share  our  GIFT  OF  TREASURE  by  giving  of  our  financial  resources  to  the  extent  we
can  during  these  difficult  times,  so  that  our  parish  can  have  the  material  resources  to  fulfill  its
mission.

In the 16 months that I have been privileged to be your pastor, I have been gratified by the ex-
tent to which so many of you are exercising the good stewardship described above, in so many
areas of ministry.  You are good stewards, even though many may be unfamiliar with the name.
During these coming weeks and months, St. Mel Parish wants to acknowledge your good stew-
ardship with gratitude and celebrate the sharing of your Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure.  We
also want to invite many more members of this parish to join in the effort of being good stewards
which is so central to our Christian calling and so important to our mission as a parish commu-
nity.  May God bless you for all you do and are!

Msgr. Helmut Hefner

During this month of November, we think
often of our loved ones who have pre-
ceded us in death.  When we do, many of
us may ask the question, "What is heaven
like?"  A little story by Paul Wharton may
help us answer the question.

"There was a man whose one consuming
passion was to go to heaven.  Finally, he
died and did go there.  An angel took him
by the hand and showed him the beautiful
sights, majestic mountains, lovely flowers,
gorgeous sunsets, little children playing
in the streets.  He exclaimed, 'Isn't heaven
wonderful?'  But the angel said, 'This isn't
heaven; this is the world in which you
lived but which you never saw.'"

Let us be grateful for the gifts God gives
us NOW, looking for the presence of
God in all the good things around us….
Jesus describes the kingdom of heaven
using many ordinary comparisons in the
Gospel of Matthew, chapter 13, and calls
us to be AWARE in our daily life to the
treasures of his creation.

Bereavement Support Group meets
every Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the
Adult Room of the Activity Center.  Con-
tact Sister Marie Paul at the Parish Cen-
ter, ext. 1018, for information on pro-
grams for teen grief, children's grief, and
one-on-one support.

Thanksgiving  Interfaith  Service

Sunday,  November 22 at 7 pm
An Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Participating congregations include: 

St. Mel Church 
Valley Beth Shalom 

First Presbyterian Church of Encino

4963 Balboa Boulevard, Encino
For more information 

FirstPresbyterian@bizla.rr.com
(818) 421-5629

A  Message  From  Sr.  Marie  Paul
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Together In Community

Pastoral  Council  Corner

The Pastoral Council met on October 26, 2009 and discussed these projects:    

Pastoral Council Recruitment Update.  Two applications have been received and additional Pastoral
Council applications are expected by the October 30, 2009 deadline.  

Welcome Committee Update.   As of October, over 100 new families have joined the St. Mel commu-
nity.  Bernie Crowley suggested that in addition to sign up activity, the Welcome Committee evaluate
new parishioner registration form completion, when pre-printed weekly envelopes are requested, and
new parishioners join parish ministries or enroll their children in St. Mel School and/or Preschool.

Harry Dunn presented the Welcome Brochure final text and photos for Council review.  While this has
been a collaborative effort by all Pastoral Council members, special thanks are extended to: Vice-Chair-
person Ken Fancher who took many of the beautiful photographs used in the brochure; parishioner Jim
Dearing for his creative contributions and artistic layout; Rosemary McLarty who edited numerous
drafts of the project; and Harry Dunn, for his extraordinary dedication to this project.   Monsignor Hefn-
er will conduct a final review and approve its printing in November.   

Stewardship Committee Update.   At the October 22 Stewardship meeting, the committee finalized
plans for the November bulletin articles, pulpit announcements and lay speakers who will share their
stewardship journey at Masses on November 22.  The first Ministry Fair will be conducted on Sunday,
January 31, 2010, focusing on those ministries which are ready to accept, and have an immediate need,
for new members:  Music, Ushers and Greeters, Eucharistic Ministers, and Confirmation/Life Teen.

Facility Update.  Rosemary McLarty reported that the Auditorium upgrade has been completed; instal-
lation of the overhead projector awaits available funding.  Waterproofing of the entire Parish Center will
be completed in mid-November; thank you to the very generous donor whose gift enabled the parish to
waterproof the entire building. 

Flu Issues.   Monsignor Hefner requested Pastoral Council input regarding whether the parish needs to
provide additional information and education to parishioners as we approach flu season.  Council mem-
bers recommended that, where space allows, the informative Bulletin article be reprinted again in De-
cember. 

Catholic Leadership, Strengths and Engagement Summit.  Council members Cindy Pardi, Susie Scre-
bant and Rose Zeolla attended the October 16 San Fernando Region Strengths and Engagement Sum-
mit and shared their impressions of the program's strategy to increase parishioner involvement and ways
to make stewardship a way of life in our parish.

The next Pastoral Council meeting will be held on Monday, November 30.  We appreciate your input
on the programs we are working on.  Please contact me via the suggestion box, by e-mail or phone to
share your comments and concerns about our activities. 

The entire Pastoral Council joins me in wishing you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving Day!

Sincerely,

Suzanne Harman
Pastoral Council Chairperson

Bags  Of  Food  For  The  Poor
Food  Touches  Hearts
By  Justice  and  
Peace  Council

Thank you for being a sign of God's
love for the hungry by filling a gro-
cery bag next time you go to the
store! It is never too late. Please
take another bag home this week
and make it a family project. Let us
become a community of light!  As
you know, these are hard times for
everyone, especially the poor who
have no resources to fall back on.
Many have lost their jobs and oth-
ers have lost their homes.  Some
have lost everything and now they
are coming in greater numbers to
Guadalupe Community Center
(GCC) for direction and help. As a
parish, we are able to join together
with St. Vincent de Paul ministry to
make sure no one in our communi-
ty goes hungry.  Due to the eco-
nomic times we are facing, there
are many more individuals in need.
Let us continue to do as Jesus did
and asked us to do.  Let us feed the
hungry!  Thank you for your love
and generosity.

Quest  2009
Louisville  High  School
Grand  Raffle  
2010  Mini  Cooper
or  $10,000  Cash

Donation: $100 per ticket, 6 tickets
for $500. Only 600 tickets will be
sold. Drawing will be held on Friday,
November 20 at Quest gala event
at the Four Seasons Hotel, West-
lake Village. Winner need not be
present. Call Louisville at (818)
346-7510 to purchase tickets or
for additional information.
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Together In Faith

Your  Time  And  Talent

The Scriptures continually tell us to commit
ourselves to serving others. Most of us want
to serve--the questions are how, where, and
do I have the time? 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
What percentage does God ask of me as a
good steward? All of my heart, all of my soul,
all of mind, and all of my strength?

For volunteer opportunities contact the
Guadalupe Center at (818) 340-2050.

First  Reconciliation/First  Communion  Parent  Meeting

Parents of children who are scheduled to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion in 2010 are required to attend a special sacramental parent meeting
on either Thursday evening, November 12th from 7-8pm, or Saturday morning, November
14th from 9:15-10:15am.  At least one parent from each family must attend one of these meet-
ings in order for your child to participate in the sacramental celebrations here at St. Mel. Both
meetings will be held in the Activity Center.  This meeting is for parents whose children at-
tend St. Mel School,  St. Mel Parish School of Religion on Saturday or Sunday, or the RCIY
process for grades 6-8.  Any questions?  Please call Pat Andre at (818) 340-6020, ext.
1022.     

Latoya,  Women's  Bean  
Project,  USA

"What I have learned is that you can always start over.…I now have a means to
provide for my two sons and am motivated to accomplish much more. I want to
own my own business someday, and the Women's Bean Project is acting as a
bridge to help me reach my goals." Look for Fair Trade products sale on De-
cember 13 at St. Mel and help people help themselves.

Are  You  Being  Called  To  Become  A  Deacon?

There will be an information meeting for all men who are interested in finding out more about
becoming a permanent deacon in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Members of the Arch-
diocesan Diaconate Formation Office will be there to explain the role of the deacon in the
Church, the diaconate formation program, and answer questions that you might have. Men
must be between the ages of 30 and 60 years to enter the diaconate formation program.
Your wife is strongly encouraged to attend with you and feel free to invite your pastor as well.

The Information Day will be held on Sunday, November 15 from 1:30 until 4 pm at St. Basil
Catholic Church, 637 South Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles (213) 381-6191. If you have any
questions about these upcoming meetings, please call the Diaconate Formation Office at
(213) 637-7383.

St.  Mel  Parish  Library  Topic  of  the  Week:    Will  the  Third  Rome"  reunite  with  the
First  Rome?  

"Closer relations between Moscow and Rome could have profound implications for the
cultural and liturgical life of the Church of the West."
The article is taken from a recent issue of the periodical, Inside the Vatican.

Handouts are available at the library after Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses.
The library is reached by exiting the front left door of the church, and turning right in the al-
leyway, east of the church.           

We are looking for some adult leaders for
both the Confirmation and Life Teen pro-
grams. People who have a heart for teens
or are willing to grow in a ministry with
teens, should contact me to discuss their
participation. I can be reached at the Parish
Center at X1015 or via e-mail at
cvasquez@stmel.org. 

Upcoming Youth Ministry 
& Confirmation Events: 
November 8th-Confirmation Class
November 15th-Life Night 
"One Real World"
November 22nd-Thanksgiving Life Night 
November 29th-No Life Night 
(Thanksgiving Weekend) 

Cheyenne Vasquez 
Director of Youth Ministry 
and Confirmation 
cvasquez@stmel.org 
Phone: 818-340-6020 x 1015 
Fax: 818-340-0261 
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Together In Prayer

Today’s  Readings

First Reading - The widow of Zarephath had
only a handful of flour and a little oil, but
made a little cake for Elijah (1 Kings 17:10-16).

Psalm - Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm
146).

Second Reading - Christ will appear a sec-
ond time to bring salvation to those who ea-
gerly await him. (Hebrews 9:24-28).

Gospel - Beware of those who like to go
around in long robes and accept greetings in
the marketplaces and places of honor at
banquets. (Mark 12:38-44 [41-44]).

Readings  For  The  Week

Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 
46; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22
Tuesday: Wis 2:23 - 3:9; Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday:Wis 6:1-11; Lk 17:11-19
Thursday:Wis 7:22b - 8:1; Lk 
17:20-25
Friday:Wis 13:1-9; Lk 17:26-37
Saturday: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; 
Lk 18:1-8
Sunday: Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16; Heb 10:11-14, 18;
Mk 13:24-32

Pray  For  Our  Beloved  Sick

In your prayers please remember the sick
and infirm of our parish especially:     Mary
Schaaf,  Dick McMullen, Elsa Marin, Joan
Wolf, Joe Micklus,  Wendy Cavanaugh
(wife of John Cavanaugh), Verne Lippert,
Ann   Victoria Zeitlin, Zachary Zeitlin,
Barbara Adams, David Schmidt, Cora
Neely, Olga  Hopkins, Donny Franks, Kelly
Luanne D’Angelo, Laura Ricks (mother of
Danielle McGinnis), Mary Kazanowski,
Marijka Dekkers, Joe  Cornejo, Lynn &
Harvey Olson, Erin Cantwell, Edi  Hamblet,
Theresa Kelly (daughter of Geraldine
Stoner),      Donald White, Kevin Cordasco,
Sally Totten (sister of Alvina Tichenor),
Helen Prusas, Marian Surdo, Bart Kearns,
Jeanette Sasaki (mother of Raymond,
grandmother of Matthew and Mark),
Nancy Oedy,  Douglas Forer, Bill Gordon
(father of Cindi Malone), Don MacMaster
and   Monsignor  John  Naughton.

Pray  For  Our  Beloved  
Deceased

In your Masses and prayers during the week
please remember the repose of the souls of
our deceased parishioners especially
Frances Price and Elaine Karle.

Prayers  For  Priests

Please keep the following priests in your
prayers:

11/8 Rev. John Daly
11/9 Rev. Charles LaVerde
11/10 Rev. Isaac Kalina
11/11 Rev. Lawrence Mann
11/12 Rev. Rodolfo D’Agostino
11/13 Rev. Msgr. Patrick McNulty
11/14 Rev. Dennis Gallo

Mass  Intentions

Saturday, November 7
5:00 All Souls
Sunday, November 8
7:15 Nena De Jaen      
9:00 All Souls     
11:00 Mass for the People             
5:00 Una Fournier      
Monday, November 9
6:30    Edward Manofsky         
8:10 All Souls  
Tuesday, November 10
6:30 All Souls                                
8:10 Leo Carasiti                          
Wednesday, November 11
6:30 Deceased members of the

Suriamongkol Family          
8:10 Crispin Vidal                         
Thursday, November 12
6:30 Edward Lopez, Sr.               
8:10 Eufenia Aurellano        
Friday, November 13
6:30 Maria Sadowski
8:10 William Su    
Saturday, November 14
8:00 Telesfora Legaspi

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 8, 2009

The LORD keeps faith forever, secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry.

- Psalm 146:7

Archdiocesan  Lenten  Pilgrimage

A Spiritual Journey to the Holy Land
March 12 - 23, 2010

led by Father Jack Stoeger, Spiritual Director 
of the House of Prayer for Priests.

The group will visit the holy sites including 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Galilee, Mt. Tabor,

Gethsemane, and walk the Via Dolorosa to Calvary.
For information contact Sister Mary Jean Meier, RSM

(213) 637-7520.



P A G E  6

SSACRAMENT OOF MMARRIAGE

Parishioners must make an appointment
with a priest at least six months prior to
desired marriage date. Call (818) 340-
6020.

EEUCHARISTIC AADORATION

On the first Friday of each month we
gather in prayer and praise before the
Blessed Sacrament from 9 am until 9
pm. Please sign up monthly at the back
of the church to help cover the hours. 

HHAVE YOU REMEMBERED..  ..  ..your parish
in your will or trust? For further informa-
tion, please contact Joy Holland (818)
340-6020, x1017.  Our correct legal
title is:  The Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Los Angeles, A Corporation Sole  for
the Benefit of: St. Mel Parish.

EELECTRONIC GGIVING via credit card or
checking account is available. Forms can
be found at the Parish Center or on our
website: www.stmelparish.org. For ques-
tions call Rosemary (818) 340-6020, x
1019.

DDID YYOU KKNOW when you donate a ve-
hicle, 100% of the net proceeds go di-
rectly to St. Mel?  For more information
call Joy Holland at: (818) 340-6020,
x1017.

SSCRIP IIS AAVAILABLE Monday-Friday 8 am-
5 pm; Saturday  12 pm until 7 pm in the
Parish Center.

PPARISH CCENTER HHOURS

Monday-Thursday 8 am-8 pm; Friday 8
am-7 pm; Saturday and Sunday 9 am-7 pm.

TTO BBECOME AA  RREGISTERED

PPARISHIONER at St. Mel  call (818) 340-
6020, ext. 1012 or stop by the Parish
Center and complete a registration
card.

SSACRAMENT OOF TTHE SSICK

In the event of serious illness or medical
emergency, anointing of the sick and
Eucharist may be arranged by contact-
ing the Parish Office.  Call (818) 340-
6020 for a medical emergency at any
time of the day or night.

SSACRAMENT OOF BBAPTISM

Baptismal Preparation Classes are re-
quired of all parents and godparents
prior to the celebration of the sacra-
ment of baptism. Registered parish-
ioners must make an appointment at
least 2 months in advance. Please call
(818) 340-6020, x1022.

SSACRAMENT OOF RRECONCILIATION

Saturday: 9:00 - 10:00 am and 3:45 
to 4:45 pm. Eve of First Friday: 4:00-
5:00 pm.

CCOMMENTS,,  SSUGGESTIONS,,  EETC..
We are interested in what you have to
say.  If you have comments, suggestions,
praise, or constructive criticism, you
may contact the appropriate council
chairs listed in the bulletin or drop them
a note  in the comment box located in-
side the church near the vestibule.

LLOST AAND FFOUND

Stop by the Parish Center, we have wal-
lets, rosaries, etc.

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
Rosemary McLarty
340-6020  ext. 1019

PASTORAL CARE/FAITH FORMATION
Sr. Marie Paul Grech, SND
340-6020 ext. 1018

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mary Beth Giordano
340-1924

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Phyllis Schneider
340-3180

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR Pre-K-8
Pat Andre
340-6020 ext. 1022

COORDINATOR OF TEEN MINISTRY 
& CONFIRMATION 
Cheyenne Vasquez
340-6020 ext. 1015

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Francesco Alleruzzo
340-6020 ext. 1028

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Joy Holland
340-6020 ext. 1017

SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Arlene Connors
340-6020 ext. 1012

PARISH PATRON

St. Mel, nephew of St. Patrick, 
Bishop of Ardagh; died 489. 
Feast day February 6

SS tt ..   MM ee ll   MM ii ss ss ii oo nn   SS tt aa tt ee mm ee nn tt

WWee  tthhee  EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  SStt..  MMeell  PPaarriisshh  aarree  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo::

-  DDeevveelloopp  aa  ddeeeeppeerr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  
JJeessuuss  tthhrroouugghh  pprraayyeerr,,  rreefflleeccttiioonn  aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonn

-  RReeccooggnniizzee  aanndd  ccaallll  ffoorrtthh  tthhee  ggiiffttss  ooff  eeaacchh  ppaarriisshhiioonneerr
-  AAffffiirrmm  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  aallll  ppeerrssoonnss  bbyy  rreessppoonnddiinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ssppiirriittuuaall  

aanndd  mmaatteerriiaall  nneeeeddss
-  CCeelleebbrraattee  oouurr  lliiffee  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  wwoorrsshhiipp  aass  aa  ffaaiitthh  ccoommmmuunniittyy

PARISH STAFF

PASTOR
Msgr. Helmut A. Hefner
340-6020 ext. 1014

ASSOCIATE
Fr. Benedict Anthony
340-6020 ext. 1016

ASSOCIATE
Fr. Larry Neumeier
340-6020 ext. 1044
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PASTORAL  COUNCIL
Suzanne  Harman                                                            881-22810
suzanneharman@sbcglobal.net

FINANCE  COUNCIL
Dick  DeBlois                                                                            3  40-66020

JUSTICE  &  PEACE  COUNCIL      
Barbara  Gentile-CCrary 348-00653

SCHOOL  COUNCIL
Bernard  Crowley 349-11715

MINISTRY FACILITATOR
Dorothy Peisner 222-8347

PARISH  LIBRARY
Tony Funari                                             992-5176
Ben Hogan              224-4801     
Library 712-9851  

ALTAR SERVERS
Kerry Edwards 674-1110
100acrescrapper@charter.net

ALTAR SOCIETY
Rita Webb 343-2036   
(Linens) 

ANNULMENT MINISTRY
Monica McGarva                          706-1824

ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF 
CATHOLIC WOMEN 
Marge Austin                                     347-1003   
Betty Klein                                            707-9606

BAPTISM PREPARATION
Pat Andre                              340-6020, x1022

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
340-6020

BOOK CLUB
MaryLucy McGrath                            817-7553

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT
Natalie Coultrip      bncoultrip@sbcglobal.net

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS
340-6020  

CONFIRMATION 
Cheyenne Vasquez              340-6020, x1015

DETENTION MINISTRY
Robert Gerrity                                 888-1066

DIVINE MERCY CHARISMATIC GROUP
Claudia Blache 342-6626  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
(SUNDAY) 
Henreik Tan 888-5719
Kerry Edwards 674-1110
100acrescrapper@charter.net

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LECTORS
(DAILY) 
Brian Conroy                                   887-5302  

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
Sr. Marie Paul Grech, SND        340-6020 x1018

GREETERS FOR SUNDAY LITURGIES    
Margherita Aufmuth                       222-1303  

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER 
Frank & Martha  Hules                            222-6107      

JUSTFAITH
Anselm & Pia Varni                           346-8874
Jim & Barbara Hurt   340-7057
Irene McIsaac                                   307-6101

LECTORS                          
Cindy Pardi 346-6257     

LITURGY COMMITTEE  
Cindy Pardi                                          346-6257

MEN’S CLUB
John O’Sullivan 710-9030

MINISTRY OF MOMS SHARING
(M.O.M.S.)   
Michele Killmond 887-0021

MINISTRY TO THE 
SICK & HOMEBOUND  

340-6020

MISSION CIRCLE
Ruth Sullivan                                        347-4659  

MOTION PICTURE HOSPITAL 
MINISTRY 
Barbara Hurt                                       340-7057

MULTIMEDIA MINISTRY
340-6020, x3010

multimediaministry@stmel.org

MUSIC MINISTRY
Francesco Alleruzzo         340-6020, x1028  

OLDER ADULT SERVICES AND
INTERVENTION (OASIS)
Adele Funari 992-5176
Sunny McMullen 347-5434

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
Beverly Hartmann                        340-1924

RAINBOWS FOR 
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
Joy Holland                                     340-6020, x1017

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
OF ADULTS) 
Fr. Larry Neumeier                    340-6020, x1044

RCIY (RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF YOUTH) 
Pat Andre                        340-6020, x1022 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
PREK-8    
Pat Andre                        340-6020, x1022  

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
340-6020

ROSARY MINISTRY
Mitos Bitong                           710-9888

SACRISTANS 
Virginia Clark 222-8157           

SANCTUS ENSEMBLE 
Kathy King                                     346-2247  

SCOUTING
Bob Oedy 882-4364           

SCRIP
Joy Holland 340-6020 x1017           

ADULT CLUB  
Rudy C’Dealva                               225-0221

SEPARATED/DIVORCED
SUPPORT GROUP   

340-6020

ST. MEL FAITH COMMUNITIES
340-6020

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Kent Gairdner  884-2291

340-6020, x3001

SVDP Large Item Pickup 
800-974-3571

SUNDAY PRESCHOOL
Pat Andre                        340-6020, x1022  

TEEN MINISTRY/LIFE TEEN
Cheyenne Vasquez 340-6020, x1015

THERESIANS
Joann Matus                                   884-0321

USHERS
Bob Aufmuth 222-1303

WEDDINGS  340-6020

WIDOWS CIRCLE
Rose Zeolla                                     881-4732  

WOMEN AT THE WELL
Lynn Findling 348-4756

WORLD WIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Russ and Jeanine Walker  805-648-4244 
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Mark Your Calendar
Book Club  News:  Vatican  II  Series  
With  Father  Stephen  Cooley,  O.Carm.
(No  Reading  Required)

The Book Club is happy to announce that on
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 7 pm in the
Parish Center, Father Stephen Cooley, O Carm.,
M.S.W.,D MIN. will begin a series discussing Vatican
II: it's importance and outcome. He will continue for
several months into the New Year covering topics
such as: The emerging role of the Priest and the Lay
Person. Where do we fit? Has Vatican II changed us?
Among the other topics Father Cooley will entertain
are: the nature of the Church, social justice, religious
freedom and how the Church views other Faith tradi-
tions. You will have an opportunity to influence which
topics are chosen for the coming months at our No-
vember meeting.

Father Cooley will begin by discussing the environ-
ment in which John XXIII called Vatican II by giving a
brief history of prior councils and their continuing in-
fluence. What was the reason Vatican II was called
and how did Pope John XXIII envision its role? What
tensions arose between some of the cardinals and
what was the result of these conflicts on the council?
What happened when John XXIII died and Paul VI
took over? What was the new pope's influence? What
is the unfinished business of Vatican II and should an-
other council be called? 

Father Stephen Cooley studied Theology in Rome
from 1963 to 1966 during Vatican II and was an eye
witness to many of the issues emerging at the time.
He is a Carmelite priest and past associate pastor of
St Michael's Church of Houston, Texas. A native of
Chicago and the oldest of nine children, he holds four
degrees: a Bachelor of Arts, Masters in Theology, a
Masters in psychiatric social work and a Doctorate in
pastoral ministry. Throughout his more than forty
years as a priest, Father Cooley has worked in a vari-
ety of ministries and has extensive experience as a
high school teacher, a marriage and family therapist
and as an alcoholism and drug counselor. A well
known public speaker, Father Cooley lectures and
runs workshops throughout the country, on college
campuses and to business, professional, religious and
community groups. The Book Club is grateful to Fa-
ther Cooley for doing this series for St.  Mel Parish.
We hope you will join us and bring friends from other
parishes. ALL ARE WELCOME! Doors open 7 pm;
Presentation 7.30 pm promptly. 
NO READING REQUIRED.

A  Women's  Day  of  Recollection  

with Sr. Marie Paul"A Journey with Mary
. . A Life Focused on Jesus"

DATE:Dec. 8, 2009, Tuesday
TIME:8:10 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

8:10-Mass in the Church,
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
9:00-9:15 coffee & registration

PLACE: Activity Center ( Retreat & Lunch ) 
COST:$ 20.00 (includes breakfast & lunch)

When Christmas approaches, we start thinking of all the hustle and bustle: shop-
ping and buying the best presents for family and friends, cooking, baking,  getting
our house ready for guests and parties; putting up our Christmas tree, lights and
all the festive decorations; buying new clothes for all the events we are invited to,

and the list goes on . . .Phew! This truly is one of the busiest times of the year, if not
the busiest. . . and so much fun!

We all know that the true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of the birthday
of Jesus. . . a most beautiful celebration! So why not pause a while. . . take this one
day, DEC. 8th, the Feast of our Lady, the Immaculate Conception, and join us for

A WOMEN'S DAY OF RECOLLECTION
as we ask Mary to walk with us,  as we pray together, desiring to draw ever-closer

to her Son, Jesus, and prepare ourselves and our families for that one beautiful,
more meaningful Christmas celebration! Sr. Marie Paul, a "fabulous retreat mas-

ter" (quoting Ms. Giordano), will take us on a powerful journey with Mary, our
Mother, through visual meditations, music and personal reflection.

For more information, please contact Mitos Bitong at 818-710-9888.

St.  Mel  Monday  Adult  Club

The Monday Adult Club will celebrate Thanksgiving with a catered lunch on Monday,
November 9th. The meeting will begin  at 10:30 am in the  Activity Center. The Cen-
ter is open from 9:30 am until 1:30 pm for socializing. 

The nominating committee will present a slate of Club Officers for 2010 at this meet-
ing, nominations from the floor may also be made.  The election will be held at the next
meeting (11/22/09).

The annual Christmas Luncheon will be held on Thursday, December 10th at Encino
Glen.  Tickets are now available.  If you plan on a table for 8, please bring your list of
attendees, and their checks to Anne DiMascio as soon as possible.

We will be looking for 20 people to each bring ONE DOZEN home baked cookies
for the meeting on December 14th, please consider that.  The Club meets on the 2nd
and 4th Mondays of each month and  and is open to all those who have celebrated a
50th birthday. Call Giovanna at 818-592-6308 for information.

TRIPS: Monday 11/13, Pilgrim Festival. Meet at DAV at 9:15 am; Saturday , 11/21, Palm
Springs Follies. Meet at Dennis Zine parking lot at 7:30 am. For trip info, call Marilyn
at 818-225-0221.
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Children’s Corner
  

St.  Mel  Musical  Theatre  presents
“THE SOUND OF MUSIC”

CAST A~ Friday, November 13, 2009 /CAST B~ Saturday, November 14, 2009

Both performances are at 7:00p.m. In the Activity Center 

ADMISSION IS FREE!

Save  The  Date!    St.  Mel  Elementary  School  Annual  Christmas  Boutique  and  Luncheon

Join us for a special holiday event "It's Beginning to Look A Lot like Christmas", the Annual Christmas Boutique and
Luncheon. This year the Boutique will be a two day event, Sunday, December 6th, 10-2, and Monday, December
7th, 10-4, in the Activity Center.  The luncheon will be on Monday, December 7th at noon. Invitations will be avail-
able tomorrow, November 9th, in the Parish Center. Please be sure to join us for this memorable tradition! Tell all
your friends!

 


