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“You are my

inheritance,

O Lord!”

Monday - Friday 6:30 & 8:10 am

Saturday 8 am & 5 pm Vigil
Sunday 7:15, 9, 11 am & 5 pm
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St.MelParish
3 3 R D S U N D AY I N O R D I N A R Y T I M ES U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R 1 5 ,  2 0 0 9

Psalm 16

Interfaith Prayer 
Service - Sunday, 

11/22 at 7 pm
First Presbyterian
Church of Encino

4963 Balboa Blvd.,
Encino

For more information 
(818) 421-5629
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Dear  Parish  Community  of  St.  Mel!

We are quickly approaching the end of our Liturgical Year and
Advent is just around the corner!  The Gospel readings for this
season usually present the themes of the end of times and the
Second Coming of Christ.  Today's Gospel (Mark 13:24-32)
speaks about the signs that will precede "the Son of Man com-

ing in the clouds with great power and glory."  But the same Gospel also cautions us against try-
ing to predict this coming: "But of that day or hour, no one knows…"  Therefore, it would be futile
to make predictions about the end of time, as some have tried throughout the centuries.  It is bet-
ter to shift the application of this Gospel to a reflection on our own personal "end of time," when
we are called to account to the Lord.  It is helpful from time to time to do that kind of reflecting.
And today's "end of time" Gospel provides us with this opportunity.  So we ask ourselves: "What
kind of lives have we lived?  How have we used our gifts and talents?"  In terms of Stewardship,
the question is: "What kind of stewards have we been?" 

In last Sunday's "Pastor's Corner," Stewardship was described as "our communal understanding
that we are lifelong caretakers of God's blessings, spiritual and material."  And further: "Stew-
ardship is a deeply personal and spiritual commitment to live out our Christian calling within our
parish community."   In other words, because of our Baptism, it is our Christian calling to make
the mission of our parish our mission as well.  And what is this mission? 

"We the Eucharistic Community of St. Mel Parish are committed to:
-Develop a deeper understanding of the Gospel message of Jesus through prayer, 

reflection and education
-Recognize and call forth the gifts of each parishioner
-Affirm the dignity of all persons by responding to their spiritual and material needs
-Celebrate our life together in worship as a faith community."

Have we made this Mission Statement our own?  How have we used our gifts of Time, Talent, and
Treasure to help our parish make these words a reality?   

As I indicated last week there are so many of you that have been good stewards in helping our
parish to fulfill its mission.  And perhaps there are others who have tried, but given our human
condition, have been frustrated or have given up.  There are also others who for one reason or
another have not yet made an effort to share your time, talent, and treasure with our parish com-
munity.  Regardless of which group we find ourselves in, today's "end of time" Gospel invites all
of us to reflect on what kind of stewards we have been, and what kind of stewards we can be in
the future.

Msgr. Helmut Hefner

Jack McArdle tells the following story:  "Mt.
Ranier is a 14,000 foot mountain in Washing-
ton State.  Some years ago nine physically
handicapped people succeeded in climbing
to the summit.  One had an artificial leg, five
were blind, two were deaf, and one was an
epileptic.  In spite of all this, they climbed the
mountain and came down together, without
mishap.  When asked how they achieved such
an extraordinary feat, one of the blind men
said, 'We got a lot of help from each other.'"

As we approach the holiday season, it is good
for us to remember that we are called to be in-
terdependent…needing each other as mem-
bers of the Body of Christ.  Together we can
do much more than any single individual
could ever accomplish alone.  How can we
better work and live together so that all may
experience the success God wants for us?
How can I help to alleviate the pain of anoth-
er?  This week, we might call someone who is
lonely, or recently bereaved, or sick, or under
a lot of pressure.  We might think about giving
some time to allow a caregiver or a busy mom
some time off.  As members of the Body of
Christ, we should be able to say, "We get a lot
of help from each other."

Bereavement Support Group meets every
Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Adult
Room of the Activity Center.  Contact Sister
Marie Paul at the Parish Center, ext. 1018, for
information on programs for teen grief, chil-
dren's grief, and one-on-one support.

Thanksgiving  Interfaith  Service

Sunday,  November 22 at 7 pm
An Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Participating congregations include: 
St. Mel Church 

Valley Beth Shalom 
St. Mary Holy Catholic Assyrian Church

of the East
First Presbyterian Church of Encino

4963 Balboa Boulevard, Encino
For more information 

FirstPresbyterian@bizla.rr.com
(818) 421-5629

A  Message  From  Sr.  Marie  Paul
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Together In Community
Book Club  News:  Vatican  II  Series  
With  Father  Stephen  Cooley,  O.Carm.
(No  Reading  Required)

The Book Club is happy to announce that on Wednes-
day, November 18, 2009 at 7 pm in the Parish Center,
Father Stephen Cooley, O Carm., M.S.W.,D MIN. will
begin a series discussing Vatican II: it's importance and
outcome. He will continue for several months into the
New Year covering topics such as: The emerging role of
the Priest and the Lay Person. Where do we fit? Has
Vatican II changed us? Among the other topics Father
Cooley will entertain are: the nature of the Church, so-
cial justice, religious freedom and how the Church
views other Faith traditions. You will have an opportuni-
ty to influence which topics are chosen for the coming
months at our November meeting.

Father Cooley will begin by discussing the environment
in which John XXIII called Vatican II by giving a brief his-
tory of prior councils and their continuing influence.
What was the reason Vatican II was called and how did
Pope John XXIII envision its role? What tensions arose
between some of the cardinals and what was the result
of these conflicts on the council? What happened when
John XXIII died and Paul VI took over? What was the
new pope's influence? What is the unfinished business
of Vatican II and should another council be called? 

Father Stephen Cooley studied Theology in Rome from
1963 to 1966 during Vatican II and was an eye witness
to many of the issues emerging at the time. He is a
Carmelite priest and past associate pastor of St
Michael's Church of Houston, Texas. A native of Chica-
go and the oldest of nine children, he holds four de-
grees: a Bachelor of Arts, Masters in Theology, a Mas-
ters in psychiatric social work and a Doctorate in pas-
toral ministry. Throughout his more than forty years as a
priest, Father Cooley has worked in a variety of min-
istries and has extensive experience as a high school
teacher, a marriage and family therapist and as an alco-
holism and drug counselor. A well known public speak-
er, Father Cooley lectures and runs workshops through-
out the country, on college campuses and to business,
professional, religious and community groups. The
Book Club is grateful to Father Cooley for doing this se-
ries for St.  Mel Parish. We hope you will join us and
bring friends from other parishes. ALL ARE WEL-
COME! Doors open 7 pm; Presentation 7:30 pm
promptly. 
NO READING REQUIRED.

Got  Your  Extra  Turkey?  
Don’t  Pass  Up  A  Second!

Share  the  bounty  and  donate  your  turkey  to
“Pass  The  Turkey”

Turkey  donations  will  be  accepted  thru  Tuesday,  November
24.  For  more  information  call  Kathleen  Sterling  (818)  223-
9545  or  Mark  Blackman  (818)  881-55000.

a grass roots effort to donate frozen turkeys to
local charities in the west valley including

Pacific  Lodge  Boys  Home,  Guadalupe  Center,  Valley  Inter -
faith  Council,   Angel’s  Way,  Haven  Hills,  West  Valley  Food

Pantry,  Calabasas  Rotary/Feed  the  Elderly  Thanksgiving

Warner  Center  Marriott  -  (Bell  Captain  at  Lobby  Entrance)
Hilton  Woodland  Hills  -  (Bell  Captain  at  Lobby  Entrance)

 

Heroic  Living  III
Men's  Club  Report

Our goal for this discussion was to envision a future that we would be willing to work
hard for. For those who are young, this may have some meaning as much of their life
is still ahead of them. For those in their senior years this may sound a bit irrelevant to
the phase they are in now. Is there anything we want to work hard for? In his book,
Heroic Living, Chris Lowney has this to say, " Rather than hunker down with 60 per-
cent of Americans who despair that their children will have a worse life than they
have, can we be visionary enough to struggle for something better that will outlive
us, a world that will be better for all children in the generations to come?"

Lowney has suggested that one way we could be a visionary is to work for a world
that would be better for all children. Children don't decide to grow up impoverished
or without medical care. Children suffer, Lowney says, when we saddle them with
our problems and misjudgements. They bear the brunt of our wars, negligence, self
centeredness and irresponsibility. In the United States alone there are approximate-
ly three million cases of neglect, abuse, or abandonment reported each year. Some
experts estimate that the actual number could easily be twice as large. How can a
Christian stand by and do nothing?

In small groups, members discussed whether our faith tradition provides us with a vi-
sion of the future that we are willing to work for. If so, what about this vision inspires
us? How can this vision benefit society?How do we make it a reality? If you don't have
a vision for the future that guides your life, how can you develop one? Finally, what
people would you consider visionary and why? What do you find attractive about
the vision each of these individuals has? Are you currently working to make any of
these visions a reality?

The Men's Club meetings begin with Mass at 8 am on the first and third Saturday of
the month. This is followed by coffee and donuts and then small group discussion
until 10 am in the Parish Center. The next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, No-
vember 21. Please join us. You won't be disappointed.

For more information about the Men's Club, call John O'Sullivan at 818 710-9030.
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Together In Faith

Your  Time  And  Talent

The Scriptures continually tell us to commit
ourselves to serving others. Most of us want
to serve--the questions are how, where, and
do I have the time? 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

The readings today speak of the end of the
world and the coming of the kingdom. The
bishops’ pastoral on stewardship says clearly
that “that ‘life to come’ is in continuity with this
present life through the human goods, the
worthy human purposes, which people foster
now.” May our good stewardship help us to be
numbered among the chosen on the last day!

For volunteer opportunities contact the
Guadalupe Center at (818) 340-2050.

Baptism  in  Faith

The greatest gift a Catholic parent can give to a new baby is the gift of faith.  We need to sur-
round this little child with the love of Jesus Christ and a strong faith community, thereby giv-
ing him or her the best start for their individual faith journey.  The next baptism preparation
class will be held Monday evening, January 4th, from 7-9pm, upstairs in the parish center.
Parents must be registered members of St. Mel Parish and meet with the parish baptism co-
ordinator prior to the scheduling of a baptism. In addition, parents and godparents are re-
quired to attend a baptism preparation class.  Baptisms in January 2010 will be celebrated
on January 17th and 24th at 1:00 pm.  A special note…there will be no baptism preparation
class at St. Mel during the month of December.  However, baptisms will be celebrated on
Sunday, December 20th at 1:00 pm.  For further information or to schedule an upcoming
baptism, please contact Pat Andre at 818 340-6020, ext. 1022.  

Fair  Trade  Chocolate  Helps  45,000  People  In  Ghana

What does your purchase of Fair Trade DIVINE CHOCOLATE mean to
cocoa farmers in Ghana? 45,000 lives improved; co-ownership of the
company; a say in decisions; schools for children; a better price for their
cocoa; access to medical care; clean water wells; fair loans in time of
need; projects for women; and 1,200 communities enriched.

Virtus  Training  Returns  To  St.  Mel

"Protecting God's Children", the three hour child sexual abuse training program mandated
by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops for those adults
volunteering with and around children under the age of 18, will once again be offered at St.
Mel on Sunday, December 6th from 12:30-3:30pm in the Parish Center.  All adults involved
in volunteering with children or youth, and all liturgical ministers must attend a training to
continue with their volunteering or ministry.  Any questions or to reserve a spot, please call
or e-mail Pat Andre, 818 340-6020, ext. 1022, or pandre@stmel.org.

Divine  Mercy

Mass & Healing Service, Fr. Bill Adams - Wednesday, November 18,  6:30 pm.
For more information call Claudia (818) 342-6626.

We are looking for some adult leaders for
both the Confirmation and Life Teen pro-
grams. People who have a heart for teens
or are willing to grow in a ministry with
teens, should contact me to discuss their
participation. I can be reached at the Parish
Center at X1015 or via e-mail at
cvasquez@stmel.org. 

Upcoming Youth Ministry 
& Confirmation Events: 
November 15th-Life Night 
"One Real World"
November 22nd-Thanksgiving Life Night 
November 29th-No Life Night 
(Thanksgiving Weekend) 

Cheyenne Vasquez 
Director of Youth Ministry 
and Confirmation 
cvasquez@stmel.org 
Phone: 818-340-6020 x 1015 
Fax: 818-340-0261 

Safeguarding  The  Children
How  to  Understand  Your  Kids’  Text  Messages

If you’ve read your child’s text messages, you might think he or she has learned a second
language. Texting has replaced email for most young people today. And, like any form of
communication, parents have a responsibility to make sure that their children use texting as
safely as possible. As a parent or guardian, take time to learn some of the texting lingo. Also,
be alert that some predators use texting to send sexually explicit messages to unsuspect-
ing young people. A helpful tutorial for parents is located at www.mahalo.com. Type: “How
to understand your kids’ text messages” in the search box. For particular help, you may call
Assistance Ministry at (213) 637-7650.
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Together In Prayer

Today’s  Readings

First Reading - Those who lead the many to
justice shall be like the stars forever. (Daniel
12:1-3).

Psalm - You are my inheritance, O Lord!
(Psalm 16).

Second Reading - Where there is forgive-
ness, there is no longer offering for sin. (He-
brews 10:11-14, 18).

Gospel - Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away. (Mark
13:24-32).

Readings  For  The  Week

Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-
63; Lk 18:35-43

Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday:2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Lk 19:11-28 or
(for the memorial of the Dedication) Acts
28:11-16, 30-31; Mt 14:22-23
Thursday:1 Mc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; Lk 19:45-

48
Saturday:1 Mc 6:1-13; Lk 20:27-40
Sunday: Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 

18:33b-37

Pray  For  Our  Beloved  Sick

In your prayers please remember the sick
and infirm of our parish especially:     Mary
Schaaf,  Dick McMullen, Elsa Marin, Joan
Wolf, Joe Micklus,  Wendy Cavanaugh
(wife of John Cavanaugh), Verne Lippert,
Ann   Victoria Zeitlin, Zachary Zeitlin,
Barbara Adams, David Schmidt, Cora
Neely, Olga  Hopkins, Donny Franks, Kelly
Luanne D’Angelo, Mary Kazanowski,
Marijka Dekkers, Joe  Cornejo, Lynn &
Harvey Olson, Erin Cantwell, Edi  Hamblet,
Theresa Kelly (daughter of Geraldine
Stoner),      Donald White, Kevin Cordasco,
Sally Totten (sister of Alvina Tichenor),
Helen Prusas, Marian Surdo, Bart Kearns,
Jeanette Sasaki (mother of Raymond,
grandmother of Matthew and Mark),
Nancy Oedy,  Douglas Forer, Bill Gordon
(father of Cindi Malone), Don MacMaster,
Sharon Wayne, Diane Kerdell and
Monsignor  John  Naughton.

Pray  For  Our  Beloved  
Deceased

In your Masses and prayers during the week
please remember the repose of the souls of
our deceased parishioners especially Max
Limonick, Robert Sullivan (father of Fr.
George Sullivan) and all those killed at Fort
Hood.

Prayers  For  Priests

Please keep the following priests in your
prayers:

11/15 Rev. Emil Donanzari
11/16 Rev. Msgr. Robert McNamara
11/17 Rev. Raul Cortes
11/18 Rev. Michael Ohanete
11/19 Rev. Msgr. Peter Healy
11/20 Rev. James Gehl
11/21 Rev. John Coleman

Mass  Intentions

Saturday, November 14
5:00 Vincent Klein
Sunday, November 15
7:15 Gavin McConnellogue     
9:00 Mass for the People   
11:00 John & Katherine Bondan  
5:00 Edward Ewert      
Monday, November 16
6:30    William Sir         
8:10 Jamen Amato
Tuesday, November 17
6:30 Maria Antonia Solla             
8:10 Gertrude Seraspi                
Wednesday, November 18
6:30 William Sir
8:10 William Gonzalez               
Thursday, November 19
6:30 Matthew Waddles.              
8:10 Lois Condon       
Friday, November 20
6:30 Tanya Martina Burger         
8:10 Ralph Valenzuela                  
Saturday, November 21
8:00 Marg Yoklavich                     

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 15, 2009

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
- Mark 13:31

Archdiocesan  Lenten  Pilgrimage

A Spiritual Journey to the Holy Land
March 12 - 23, 2010

led by Father Jack Stoeger, Spiritual Director 
of the House of Prayer for Priests.

The group will visit the holy sites including 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Galilee, Mt. Tabor,

Gethsemane, and walk the Via Dolorosa to Calvary.
For information contact Sister Mary Jean Meier, RSM

(213) 637-7520.



P A G E  6

SSACRAMENT OOF MMARRIAGE

Parishioners must make an appointment
with a priest at least six months prior to
desired marriage date. Call (818) 340-
6020.

EEUCHARISTIC AADORATION

On the first Friday of each month we
gather in prayer and praise before the
Blessed Sacrament from 9 am until 9
pm. Please sign up monthly at the back
of the church to help cover the hours. 

HHAVE YOU REMEMBERED..  ..  ..your parish
in your will or trust? For further informa-
tion, please contact Joy Holland (818)
340-6020, x1017.  Our correct legal
title is:  The Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Los Angeles, A Corporation Sole  for
the Benefit of: St. Mel Parish.

EELECTRONIC GGIVING via credit card or
checking account is available. Forms can
be found at the Parish Center or on our
website: www.stmelparish.org. For ques-
tions call Rosemary (818) 340-6020, x
1019.

DDID YYOU KKNOW when you donate a ve-
hicle, 100% of the net proceeds go di-
rectly to St. Mel?  For more information
call Joy Holland at: (818) 340-6020,
x1017.

SSCRIP IIS AAVAILABLE Monday-Friday 8 am-
5 pm; Saturday  12 pm until 7 pm in the
Parish Center.

PPARISH CCENTER HHOURS

Monday-Thursday 8 am-8 pm; Friday 8
am-7 pm; Saturday and Sunday 9 am-7 pm.

TTO BBECOME AA  RREGISTERED

PPARISHIONER at St. Mel  call (818) 340-
6020, ext. 1012 or stop by the Parish
Center and complete a registration
card.

SSACRAMENT OOF TTHE SSICK

In the event of serious illness or medical
emergency, anointing of the sick and
Eucharist may be arranged by contact-
ing the Parish Office.  Call (818) 340-
6020 for a medical emergency at any
time of the day or night.

SSACRAMENT OOF BBAPTISM

Baptismal Preparation Classes are re-
quired of all parents and godparents
prior to the celebration of the sacra-
ment of baptism. Registered parish-
ioners must make an appointment at
least 2 months in advance. Please call
(818) 340-6020, x1022.

SSACRAMENT OOF RRECONCILIATION

Saturday: 9:00 - 10:00 am and 3:45 
to 4:45 pm. Eve of First Friday: 4:00-
5:00 pm.

CCOMMENTS,,  SSUGGESTIONS,,  EETC..
We are interested in what you have to
say.  If you have comments, suggestions,
praise, or constructive criticism, you
may contact the appropriate council
chairs listed in the bulletin or drop them
a note  in the comment box located in-
side the church near the vestibule.

LLOST AAND FFOUND

Stop by the Parish Center, we have wal-
lets, rosaries, etc.

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
Rosemary McLarty
340-6020  ext. 1019

PASTORAL CARE/FAITH FORMATION
Sr. Marie Paul Grech, SND
340-6020 ext. 1018

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mary Beth Giordano
340-1924

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Phyllis Schneider
340-3180

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR Pre-K-8
Pat Andre
340-6020 ext. 1022

COORDINATOR OF TEEN MINISTRY 
& CONFIRMATION 
Cheyenne Vasquez
340-6020 ext. 1015

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Francesco Alleruzzo
340-6020 ext. 1028

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Joy Holland
340-6020 ext. 1017

SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Arlene Connors
340-6020 ext. 1012

PARISH PATRON

St. Mel, nephew of St. Patrick, 
Bishop of Ardagh; died 489. 
Feast day February 6

SS tt ..   MM ee ll   MM ii ss ss ii oo nn   SS tt aa tt ee mm ee nn tt

WWee  tthhee  EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  SStt..  MMeell  PPaarriisshh  aarree  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo::

-  DDeevveelloopp  aa  ddeeeeppeerr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  
JJeessuuss  tthhrroouugghh  pprraayyeerr,,  rreefflleeccttiioonn  aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonn

-  RReeccooggnniizzee  aanndd  ccaallll  ffoorrtthh  tthhee  ggiiffttss  ooff  eeaacchh  ppaarriisshhiioonneerr
-  AAffffiirrmm  tthhee  ddiiggnniittyy  ooff  aallll  ppeerrssoonnss  bbyy  rreessppoonnddiinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ssppiirriittuuaall  

aanndd  mmaatteerriiaall  nneeeeddss
-  CCeelleebbrraattee  oouurr  lliiffee  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  wwoorrsshhiipp  aass  aa  ffaaiitthh  ccoommmmuunniittyy

PARISH STAFF

PASTOR
Msgr. Helmut A. Hefner
340-6020 ext. 1014

ASSOCIATE
Fr. Benedict Anthony
340-6020 ext. 1016

ASSOCIATE
Fr. Larry Neumeier
340-6020 ext. 1044



Ministry Contacts

P A G E  7

PASTORAL  COUNCIL
Suzanne  Harman                                                            881-22810
suzanneharman@sbcglobal.net

FINANCE  COUNCIL
Dick  DeBlois                                                                            3  40-66020

JUSTICE  &  PEACE  COUNCIL      
Barbara  Gentile-CCrary 348-00653

SCHOOL  COUNCIL
Bernard  Crowley 349-11715

MINISTRY FACILITATOR
Dorothy Peisner 222-8347

PARISH  LIBRARY
Tony Funari                                             992-5176
Ben Hogan              224-4801     
Library 712-9851  

ALTAR SERVERS
Kerry Edwards 674-1110
100acrescrapper@charter.net

ALTAR SOCIETY
Rita Webb 343-2036   
(Linens) 

ANNULMENT MINISTRY
Monica McGarva                          706-1824

ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF 
CATHOLIC WOMEN 
Marge Austin                                     347-1003   
Betty Klein                                            707-9606

BAPTISM PREPARATION
Pat Andre                              340-6020, x1022

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
340-6020

BOOK CLUB
MaryLucy McGrath                            817-7553

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT
Natalie Coultrip      bncoultrip@sbcglobal.net

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS
340-6020  

CONFIRMATION 
Cheyenne Vasquez              340-6020, x1015

DETENTION MINISTRY
Robert Gerrity                                 888-1066

DIVINE MERCY CHARISMATIC GROUP
Claudia Blache 342-6626  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
(SUNDAY) 
Henreik Tan 888-5719
Kerry Edwards 674-1110
100acrescrapper@charter.net

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LECTORS
(DAILY) 
Brian Conroy                                   887-5302  

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
Sr. Marie Paul Grech, SND        340-6020 x1018

GREETERS FOR SUNDAY LITURGIES    
Margherita Aufmuth                       222-1303  

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER 
Frank & Martha  Hules                            222-6107      

JUSTFAITH
Anselm & Pia Varni                           346-8874
Jim & Barbara Hurt   340-7057
Irene McIsaac                                   307-6101

LECTORS                          
Cindy Pardi 346-6257     

LITURGY COMMITTEE  
Cindy Pardi                                          346-6257

MEN’S CLUB
John O’Sullivan 710-9030

MINISTRY OF MOMS SHARING
(M.O.M.S.)   
Michele Killmond 887-0021

MINISTRY TO THE 
SICK & HOMEBOUND  

340-6020

MISSION CIRCLE
Ruth Sullivan                                        347-4659  

MOTION PICTURE HOSPITAL 
MINISTRY 
Barbara Hurt                                       340-7057

MULTIMEDIA MINISTRY
340-6020, x3010

multimediaministry@stmel.org

MUSIC MINISTRY
Francesco Alleruzzo         340-6020, x1028  

OLDER ADULT SERVICES AND
INTERVENTION (OASIS)
Adele Funari 992-5176
Sunny McMullen 347-5434

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
Beverly Hartmann                        340-1924

RAINBOWS FOR 
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
Joy Holland                                     340-6020, x1017

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
OF ADULTS) 
Fr. Larry Neumeier                    340-6020, x1044

RCIY (RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF YOUTH) 
Pat Andre                        340-6020, x1022 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
PREK-8    
Pat Andre                        340-6020, x1022  

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
340-6020

ROSARY MINISTRY
Mitos Bitong                           710-9888

SACRISTANS 
Virginia Clark 222-8157           

SANCTUS ENSEMBLE 
Kathy King                                     346-2247  

SCOUTING
Bob Oedy 882-4364           

SCRIP
Joy Holland 340-6020 x1017           

ADULT CLUB  
Rudy C’Dealva                               225-0221

SEPARATED/DIVORCED
SUPPORT GROUP   

340-6020

ST. MEL FAITH COMMUNITIES
340-6020

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Kent Gairdner  884-2291

340-6020, x3001

SVDP Large Item Pickup 
800-974-3571

SUNDAY PRESCHOOL
Pat Andre                        340-6020, x1022  

TEEN MINISTRY/LIFE TEEN
Cheyenne Vasquez 340-6020, x1015

THERESIANS
Joann Matus                                   884-0321

USHERS
Bob Aufmuth 222-1303

WEDDINGS  340-6020

WIDOWS CIRCLE
Rose Zeolla                                     881-4732  

WOMEN AT THE WELL
Lynn Findling 348-4756

WORLD WIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Russ and Jeanine Walker  805-648-4244 



P A G E  8

Mark Your Calendar
A  Women's  Day  of  Recollection  

"A Journey with Mary . . A Life Focused on Jesus"
with Sr. Marie Paul

DATE: Tuesday December 8, 2009, 
TIME:8:10 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

8:10-Mass in the Church,
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

9:00-9:15 coffee & registration
PLACE: Activity Center ( Retreat & Lunch ) 
COST: $20.00 (includes breakfast & lunch)

For  more  information,  please  contact  Mitos  Bitong  at  818-7710-99888.

Holiday  Deadline  For  Bulletin  Submissions

Please send in any bulletin articles for the November  29th bulletin no later than No-
vember 17th. Sorry for any inconvenience. This is due to the publishers request.

St.  Mel  Parish  Library  Topic  of  the  Week

Mission Improbable- St. Francis and the Sultan of Egypt.  During the Fifth Crusade, St.
Francis crossed enemy lines to enter the Muslim camp in hopes of converting the Sultan
of Egypt.  This article describes his efforts and the dangers inherent therein. The article is
taken from a recent issue of the periodical, Commonweal.

Handouts are available at the library after Saturday evening and Sunday morning Mass-
es.  The library is reached by exiting the front left door of the church, and turning right in
the alleyway, east of the Church.               

St.  Mel  Electronic  Giving  Program

For your convenience, St. Mel is offering you the opportunity to support your parish
through our electronic giving program. With electronic giving, your offering to St. Mel is
automatically deducted from your checking account or charged to your credit card.  

There are many advantages for both you and the parish. There are no more checks to
write. You have the opportunity to decide in advance how much you want to give to the
parish based on your financial situation. You can still participate in the Offertory Collec-
tion by dropping your envelope in the basket and marking the box indicating that you are
giving electronically. The parish benefits because your giving is consistent, whether you
are at Mass or away for the weekend.

It is easy to participate.  Simply complete an authorization form, available at the church
exits or in the office, or at www.stmelparish.org and return it to the Parish Center.  That's
all there is to it!  For more information or questions, call Rosemary McLarty at 340.6020
x1019.

Thanksgiving  Interfaith  Service

Sunday,  November 22 at 7 pm
An Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Participating congregations include: 

St. Mel Church 
Valley Beth Shalom 

St. Mary Holy Catholic Assyrian Church 
of the East

First Presbyterian Church of Encino

4963 Balboa Boulevard, Encino
For more information 

FirstPresbyterian@bizla.rr.com 
(818) 421-5629

This  Week  At  St.  Mel

Small Faith Community - Monday, November 16, 9 am,
ParishCenter

Alanon - Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 pm, Parish Center,
Room 200

R.C.I.A. - Tuesday, November 17, 7 pm, Activity Center

Bereavement Support Group - Tuesday, November 17, 
7 pm, Activity Center, Adult Room

Divine Mercy - Wednesday, November 18, 6:30 pm,
Church

Book Club - Wednesday, November 18, 7 pm, Parish Center

JustFaith - Wednesday, November 18, 7 pm, Faculty
Lounge

Children’s Intermediate Bell Choir - Thursday, November
19, 3 pm, Parish Center

Adult Bell Choir - Thursday, November 19, 6 pm, Parish
Center

JustFaith - Thursday, November 19, 7 pm, Faculty Lounge

Traditional Choir - Thursday, November 19, 7:30 pm, 
Parish Center, Room 200

Theology of the Body - Thursday, November 19, 7 pm,
School Library

AA - Friday, November 20, 8 pm, Parish Center, Staff
Room

Men’s Group - Saturday, November 21, 8:30 am, Parish
Center

Alanon Saturday, November 21, 6 pm, Parish Center,
Room 201



P A G E  9

Children’s Corner
  

Preschool  Position  Available
Preschool  Teacher

We offer: beautiful Catholic environment, high quality program, challenging expectations, professional development opportunities and ex-
ceptional staff. You bring: passion for early childhood, understanding of child development, desire to be challenged, willingness to team-
build, reliability and commitment. Send resume to: St. Mel Preschool, Attn: Phyllis Schneider, 5130 Serrania Ave., Woodland Hills, CA
91364, Fax: 818-340-3179. For information call: 818-340-3180.

Annual  Christmas  Boutique  and  Luncheon

"It's Beginning to Look A Lot like Christmas", Boutique and Luncheon. Come and get some early Christmas shop-
ping done, visit with good friends, and enjoy a great lunch. The Boutique is open for two days, Sunday, December
6th 10-2 and Monday, December 7th 10-4 in the Activity Center.  Lunch will be served Monday, December 7th at
noon.  Invitations are available in the parish center.  Reservations are due by November 24, as spaces are limited
and seats fill quickly. Invite all your friends.

 


